Citizens' Groups Reject Dirty Waste Technologies,
Call for “Zero Waste fro Zero Warming:” 

  
  
28 November 2007. Galway, Ireland; Quezon City, Philippines; Buenos Aires, Argentina;  Berkeley, USA; Brussels, Belgium.   As the international community faces up to the looming climate change, Galway for a Safe Environment joined public interest groups from over 30 countries across the globe are pushing for “Zero Waste for Zero Warming” as an urgent solution to cut back and combat greenhouse gas  emissions from dirty waste disposal technologies.   
  
To mark the annual Global Day of Action against Waste and Incineration, now on its sixth year, environmental health and justice groups took action to raise citizens' opposition over the reckless marketing and financing for landfills and incinerators, highlighting the fact that dirty technologies will not clear the atmosphere of climate changing emissions.  Together, the groups called for global support for Zero Waste alternatives to dumps, landfills and incinerators. 
  
GAIA is an international coalition of over 500 public interest organizations and individuals from 82 countries that are working together to promote clean production, zero waste and sustainable discard management systems. GAIA is committed to ending waste incineration and advancing real solutions to the waste crisis 
  
Kieran Cunnane, chairperson of Galway for a Safe Environment (GSE) expressed the group's support to the promotion of Zero Waste as a core strategy in preventing and reducing greenhouse gas emissions, saying that “waste policies, programs and funds must prioritize waste prevention, reduction, reuse, repair, recycling and composting as concrete measures to save energy and avoid greenhouse gases.” Mr. Cunnane pointed out that there are also a number of local environmental concerns emerging particularly in East Galway in relation to incineration, toxic dumps, meat and bone meal and human and animal waste disposal. He stated that in all cases, the best practices should be promoted as the first option. He also pointed out that GSE has a substantial body of research from years of campaigning and are willing to assist any local groups who are confronted with waste infrastructure posing a threat to people’s health and the environment. Saying that methods such as Incineration further drives a negative spiral of increased energy consumption of throw away products, and cause more greenhouse gas emissions to recreate these from scratch, he concluded that we need to get policies of reduction, waste separation and recycling and re-use industries in place quickly to deal with our waste mountain, and reduce waste management’s impact on climate change. 
  
Ends. 

Contact Kieran Cunnane, 
086 8516484. 

For more information about zero waste and incineration please visit the GAIA website at www.no-burn.org. 
For more information, please contact: 
  
GAIA in Manila    Manny Calonzo or Gigie Cruz [image: image1]
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